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Budapest Treaty 
The Budapest Treaty eliminates the need to deposit microorganisms in each country

where patent protection is sought. Under the treaty, the deposit of a microorganism with
an "international depositary authority" satisfies the deposit requirements of treaty

members' national patent laws. An "international depositary authority" is capable of storing
biological material and has established procedures that assure compliance with the
Budapest Treaty. Such procedures include requirements that the deposit will remain
available for the life of the patent and that samples will be furnished only to those

persons or entities entitled to receive them.
Usually, in order to meet the legal requirement of sufficiency of disclosure, patent

applications and patents must disclose in their description the subject-matter of the
invention in a manner sufficiently clear and complete to be carried out by the person

skilled in the art (see also: reduction to practice). When an invention involves a
microorganism, completely describing said invention in the description to enable third

parties to carry it out is usually impossible. This is why, in the particular case of inventions
involving microorganisms, a deposit of biological material must be made in a recognised
institution. The Budapest Treaty ensures that an applicant, i.e. a person who applies for a
patent, needs not to deposit the biological material in all countries where he/she wants to

obtain a patent. The applicant needs only to deposit the biological material at one
recognised institution, and this deposit will be recognised in all countries party to the

Budapest Treaty.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sufficiency_of_disclosure
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Person_skilled_in_the_art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Person_skilled_in_the_art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reduction_to_practice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biology


Depositable subject matter
IDA's have accepted deposits for biological materials which do not fall within a

literal interpretation of "microorganism". The Treaty does not define what is
meant by "microorganism."

The range of materials able to be deposited under the Budapest Treaty
includes:

cells, for example, bacteria, fungi, eukaryotic cell lines, plant spores;
genetic vectors (such as plasmids or bacteriophage vectors or viruses)

containing a gene or DNA fragments;
organisms used for expression of a gene (making the protein from the DNA).
There are many types of expression systems: bacterial; yeast; viral; plant or

animal cell cultures;

yeast, algae, protozoa, eukaryotic cells, cell lines, hybridomas, viruses, plant
tissue cells, spores, and hosts containing materials such as vectors, cell

organelles, plasmids, DNA, RNA, genes and chromosomes;
purified nucleic acids; or

deposits of materials not readily classifiable as microorganisms, such as
"naked" DNA, RNA, or plasmids



The Budapest Treaty on the International Recognition of the Deposit of Microorganisms for the Purposes of Patent Procedure,
commonly known as the Budapest Treaty, is an international treaty that addresses the deposit of microorganisms for patent
purposes. It was established to facilitate the recognition and deposit of biological materials, such as microorganisms, with

patent offices worldwide.

Key points and objectives of the Budapest Treaty include:

1. Deposit Requirement: Under many patent systems, inventors are required to provide a detailed written description of their
invention in a patent application. However, in cases where the invention involves a biological material like a microorganism, a

written description alone may not be sufficient. The Budapest Treaty allows patent applicants to deposit the biological
material with an authorized depository institution instead.

2. Access to Deposited Material: The treaty specifies that the depositary institutions must provide access to the deposited
material to patent examiners, third parties, and the public during the patent examination process. This ensures that the

material can be examined and verified for its utility and novelty.

3. International Recognition: One of the primary purposes of the treaty is to establish a framework for international
recognition of deposited microorganisms. When a microorganism is deposited with an institution in one member country, it

can be considered as effectively deposited with all member countries. This simplifies the patent application process, as
inventors do not have to make separate deposits in multiple countries.

4. Administrative Simplification: The Budapest Treaty helps streamline the administrative procedures for patent applicants and
patent offices by providing a standardized system for the deposit and access to biological materials. This simplification is

particularly important in cases where multiple countries are involved.

5. Depositary Institutions: The treaty designates certain institutions around the world as depositary authorities. These
institutions are responsible for receiving, storing, and providing access to deposited biological materials. Examples of

depositary institutions include culture collections and research organizations.

The Budapest Treaty is administered by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), an agency of the United Nations.
As of my knowledge cutoff date in September 2021, many countries were parties to the treaty, making it a widely recognized

and important tool for patent applicants in the field of biotechnology and other areas involving biological materials. Please
note that there may have been developments or changes regarding the treaty since that time.



The Hague Agreement is an international registration system which offers the possibility of
obtaining protection for up to 100 industrial designs in designated member countries and

intergovernmental organizations (referred to as "Contracting Parties") by filing a single
international application in a single language, either directly with the International Bureau
of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) or indirectly through the office of

the applicant's Contracting Party.
Here are the key aspects and objectives of the Hague Agreement:

1. **International Registration of Industrial Designs:** The Hague Agreement allows
individuals and businesses to seek protection for their industrial designs in multiple

member countries through a single international application. This simplifies the process
and reduces the administrative burden of filing separate design applications in each

country.

2. **Centralized Filing:** Under the Hague system, applicants can file an international
design application with the International Bureau of WIPO. This centralizes the filing
process, making it more convenient for applicants to protect their designs globally.

3. **Design Protection:** Industrial designs refer to the ornamental or aesthetic aspects of
a product, such as its shape, surface, and ornamentation. The Hague Agreement primarily

deals with the protection of these visual design elements.



4. **Territorial Extension:** Once an international design application is filed and registered,
applicants can request the extension of protection to the member countries of their choice.

Each designated member country can examine and grant protection for the design according
to its own laws and regulations.

5. **Duration of Protection:** Protection for industrial designs granted under the Hague
Agreement typically lasts for a fixed term, which varies from one member country to another
but is often 15 or 25 years. It's important to note that design protection is generally limited to

the visual appearance of the product and does not cover the functional aspects.

6. **Cost and Administrative Efficiency:** By allowing for centralized filing and offering a
streamlined process for design protection, the Hague Agreement aims to reduce costs and
administrative complexity for individuals and businesses seeking to protect their designs

internationally.

7. **Member Countries:** As of my last knowledge update in September 2021, numerous
countries were members of the Hague Agreement. However, it's important to check the most

current list of member countries on the WIPO website, as the membership may have
expanded since then.

The Hague Agreement is a valuable tool for designers and businesses that want to protect
their industrial designs in multiple countries, offering a simplified and cost-effective approach
to international design registration. It helps facilitate the global protection of designs, making

it easier for creators to secure their intellectual property rights in different markets.



Patent Cooperation Treaty
Under this WIPO-administered treaty, nationals or residents of a contracting state file a
single patent application, called an "international" application, with their national patent
office or with WIPO as a receiving office. This automatically lodges the application for
patent protection in all contracting parties of the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). By

simplifying patent application filing, the PCT assists innovators in obtaining patent
protection throughout the world.

Key aspects and objectives of the Patent Cooperation Treaty include:

1. **Centralized Filing:** Under the PCT, inventors and businesses can file a single
international patent application, known as a "PCT application," with the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO). This centralized filing system simplifies the process and

reduces the administrative burden of filing separate patent applications in multiple
countries.

2. **International Search:** After filing a PCT application, an international search authority
(ISA) is designated to conduct a search of prior art (existing patents and technical

literature) to assess the novelty and inventiveness of the invention. The ISA provides an
international search report (ISR) and a written opinion on the patentability of the invention.

3. **International Publication:** PCT applications are typically published 18 months after
their priority date (the filing date of the earliest application from which priority is claimed).

This publication makes the technical information about the invention available to the
public.



4. **International Preliminary Examination:** If desired, applicants can request an international
preliminary examination (IPE) by a competent international authority. The IPE provides a more
detailed assessment of the patentability of the invention and allows applicants to amend their

claims.

5. **Choice of Member Countries:** The PCT allows applicants to delay the decision on which
specific countries to seek patent protection in (national or regional phases) for up to 30 or 31

months from the priority date, depending on the country. This provides additional time for
applicants to assess the commercial potential of their inventions before incurring the costs

associated with multiple national filings.

6. **Cost Savings:** By offering a centralized filing and examination process, the PCT helps
inventors and businesses save time and money when seeking patent protection in multiple

countries. It also provides a mechanism for obtaining an international assessment of patentability
before committing to the national or regional phase.

7. **Standardized Forms and Procedures:** The PCT employs standardized application forms and
procedures, making it easier for applicants to navigate the international patent system.

It's important to note that the PCT does not grant international patents. Instead, it provides a
mechanism for filing a single international application and conducting preliminary examinations,

which simplifies the subsequent national or regional patent application process. Applicants must still
follow up by entering the national or regional phases in the countries where they wish to obtain

patent protection.

The PCT is widely used by inventors and businesses around the world to streamline the
international patent application process and efficiently manage their patent portfolios on a global

scale.



UPOV
The International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants, or UPOV

Convention, was adopted on December 2, 1961, following a diplomatic conference held in
Paris, France. The UPOV Convention is administered by the International Union for the
Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV), an intergovernmental organization with

headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. The mission of UPOV is to provide and promote an
effective system of plant variety protection, with the aim of encouraging the development

of new varieties of plants, for the benefit of society.

Here are the key aspects and objectives of the UPOV Convention:

1. **Protection of Plant Breeders' Rights:** The primary purpose of the UPOV Convention is
to grant plant breeders intellectual property rights over their new plant varieties. These
rights allow breeders to control the use, production, sale, and distribution of their plant

varieties.

2. **Definition of New Varieties:** The UPOV Convention defines what constitutes a "new
variety." Generally, a variety is considered new if it is distinct from existing varieties,

uniform in its characteristics, and stable over successive generations.

3. **Duration of Protection:** Protection under the UPOV Convention is typically granted
for a period of 20 to 25 years, depending on the type of plant. This protection allows

breeders to recoup their investment in developing new varieties.



4. **Exemptions and Limitations:** The convention may include exemptions and
limitations, such as allowing farmers to save and replant seeds from protected varieties

under certain conditions. However, these exemptions vary among member countries and
may be subject to national legislation.

5. **National Treatment and Common Rules:** Member countries of the UPOV Convention
agree to provide national treatment to foreign breeders, meaning that breeders from

member countries are entitled to the same protection as domestic breeders. The
convention also establishes common rules and standards for plant variety protection.

6. **Exchange of Information:** The UPOV Convention encourages the exchange of
information among member countries regarding new plant varieties and their protection.

7. **Encouragement of Plant Breeding:** By providing intellectual property protection for
plant breeders, the UPOV Convention aims to encourage investment in plant breeding,
which can lead to the development of new and improved plant varieties with enhanced

traits, such as disease resistance, increased yield, or improved quality.

8. **International Cooperation:** The UPOV Convention promotes international
cooperation in the protection of plant varieties and supports the development of a

global system for the exchange of protected plant materials.



Trademark Law Treaty
The Trademark Law Treaty simplifies and harmonizes trademark application and

registration procedures by member states. It facilitates renewals, the recordation of
assignments, name and address changes, and powers of attorney. 

Here are the key aspects and objectives of the Trademark Law Treaty:

1. **Simplification of Procedures:** The TLT focuses on simplifying and standardizing
various trademark-related procedures, such as the filing of trademark applications, the
examination of trademarks by trademark offices, and the maintenance of trademark

registrations.

2. **Electronic Filing and Communication:** The treaty encourages the use of electronic
filing and communication methods for trademark applications and related documents. This
helps reduce paperwork, speed up the registration process, and make trademark offices

more efficient.

3. **Minimum Requirements:** The TLT sets out minimum requirements for trademark
registration procedures, ensuring that member countries adhere to certain basic

principles. However, it allows flexibility for countries to maintain or implement additional
requirements as they see fit.



4. **Expedited Examination:** The treaty encourages member countries to provide expedited
examination procedures for trademark applications. This can benefit trademark owners by speeding up

the registration process, allowing them to enforce their trademark rights more quickly.

5. **Classification of Goods and Services:** The TLT promotes the use of the international classification
system for goods and services (the Nice Classification) to ensure uniformity in trademark registration
practices. This simplifies the process of specifying the goods and services covered by a trademark.

6. **Publication of Trademarks:** The treaty often requires the publication of trademark applications
and registrations, making information about trademarks more accessible to the public.

7. **Renewal and Maintenance:** The TLT encourages simplified procedures for renewing and
maintaining trademark registrations. This helps trademark owners keep their registrations in force

without unnecessary administrative burdens.

8. **Non-discrimination:** Member countries are expected to treat nationals and residents of other
member countries in the same way they treat their own nationals and residents, ensuring non-

discrimination in trademark registration processes.

9. **National and Regional Offices:** The TLT can be applied to both national and regional trademark
offices, meaning that it can facilitate harmonization within specific regions as well as globally.

The Trademark Law Treaty is administered by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and
is intended to enhance the efficiency and consistency of trademark registration systems worldwide. By

simplifying and harmonizing trademark procedures, it benefits both trademark owners seeking
protection and the trademark offices responsible for processing applications and maintaining registers.

It is important to note that the specific provisions and requirements of the TLT may vary among
member countries, as each country may implement the treaty's principles within its own legal

framework.



- The Singapore Treaty's objective is to modernize and harmonize administrative
trademark registration procedures globally.

- It builds upon the Trademark Law Treaty (TLT) of 1994, with a broader scope
covering recent developments in communication technologies.

- The treaty applies to all types of marks that can be registered under the law of a
Contracting Party.

- Contracting Parties have flexibility in choosing communication means, including
electronic forms.

- Relief measures for missed time limits and provisions on recording trademark
licenses are introduced.

- An Assembly of the Contracting Parties is established to adapt to future
developments in trademark registration procedures.

- A supplementary resolution clarifies that the treaty does not impose obligations
on registering new types of marks or implementing electronic filing systems.
- Special provisions are included to support developing and least developed

countries.
- Disputes are to be settled amicably through consultation and mediation under

WIPO's auspices.
- The Singapore Treaty was concluded in 2006 and entered into force in 2009.

- It is open to WIPO member states and certain intergovernmental organizations,
with instruments of ratification or accession deposited with the Director General of

WIPO.



The Madrid Protocol is a filing or procedural treaty, not a substantive harmonization treaty.
It was designed to provide a cost-effective, efficient, and centralized way for trademark

owners—individuals and businesses—to obtain protection for their marks in multiple
countries by filing one international application with the applicant’s office of origin, in one

language, with one set of fees, in one currency. Learn about the Madrid Protocol
registration process.

Here are the key aspects and objectives of the Madrid Protocol:

1. **Centralized Filing:** Trademark owners, often referred to as "applicants," can file a
single international trademark application with their national or regional trademark office
(known as the "office of origin"). This central filing is made in one language, using one set
of fees, and designating one or more member countries where trademark protection is

sought.

2. **International Registration:** The international trademark application filed with the office
of origin is then transmitted to the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). WIPO
oversees the international registration process and acts as a central hub for managing

international trademark registrations.

3. **Designation of Member Countries:** In the international application, applicants can
designate one or more member countries where they seek trademark protection. These

designated countries must be party to the Madrid Protocol.



4. **Examination by Member Countries:** Once the international registration is received by the designated
member countries, each country's trademark office examines the application based on its own national laws

and regulations. If accepted, the mark is protected in that country.

5. **Maintenance and Renewal:** The Madrid Protocol allows trademark owners to manage and renew their
international registrations centrally through WIPO. Changes to ownership or address information can also

be recorded through the international system.

6. **Cost Efficiency:** By streamlining the application process and consolidating administrative tasks, the
Madrid Protocol offers cost savings for trademark owners seeking protection in multiple countries.

7. **Flexibility:** Trademark owners can add or remove designated countries from their international
registration, making it easy to adjust their trademark portfolio as business needs evolve.

8. **Effective Date:** The protection of a trademark in each designated country generally takes effect from
the date of the international registration, simplifying the timing of protection.

9. **Renewal:** The Madrid Protocol allows for the renewal of international registrations, ensuring ongoing
protection of the trademark in multiple countries.

10. **Single Point of Management:** Trademark owners can manage their international registrations and
make updates through a single point of contact at WIPO, reducing administrative complexity.

The Madrid Protocol is administered by WIPO, and it is a valuable tool for businesses and trademark
owners looking to protect their brands globally. It simplifies the process of obtaining and managing

trademark registrations in multiple countries, making it more efficient and cost-effective. It is important to
note that while the Madrid Protocol streamlines the application process, the examination and registration of
trademarks in individual member countries are still subject to their respective national laws and regulations.



The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) came into
force in 1995, as part of the Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization (WTO).
TRIPS applies basic international trade principles to member states regarding intellectual

property, including national treatment and most-favored-nation treatment. TRIPS
establishes minimum standards for the availability, scope, and use of seven forms of

intellectual property: copyrights, trademarks, geographical indications, industrial designs,
patents, layout designs for integrated circuits, and undisclosed information (trade secrets).

It spells out permissible limitations and exceptions in order to balance the interests of
intellectual property with interests in other areas, such as public health and economic

development. For the complete text of the TRIPS Agreement, as well as an explanation of
its provisions, see the WTO website.

1. **Minimum Standards for Protection:** TRIPS establishes minimum standards for the
protection and enforcement of various forms of intellectual property, including patents,
copyrights, trademarks, industrial designs, trade secrets, and more. These standards are

meant to provide a baseline level of protection that all WTO member countries must meet.

2. **National Treatment:** TRIPS requires member countries to provide "national treatment"
to foreign intellectual property rights holders, which means that they must treat foreign
intellectual property rights on an equal footing with their own nationals. This provision

aims to prevent discrimination against foreign creators and innovators.



3. **Most-Favored-Nation (MFN) Treatment:** TRIPS also includes an MFN
treatment provision, which means that any advantage, favor, privilege, or
immunity granted by a member country to the intellectual property rights

holders of one WTO member must be extended to the intellectual property
rights holders of all WTO members. This provision promotes equal treatment

among WTO member countries.

4. **Minimum Protection Periods:** TRIPS sets minimum periods of protection for
various types of intellectual property. For example, it requires a minimum

copyright term of 50 years after the death of the author and a minimum patent
term of 20 years from the filing date.

5. **Enforcement Mechanisms:** The agreement outlines procedures and
remedies for the enforcement of intellectual property rights, including civil and
criminal enforcement measures, injunctive relief, and the right to seek damages

for infringements.

6. **Public Health Safeguards:** TRIPS includes provisions that allow for the
protection of public health interests. It recognizes the right of member countries
to take measures to protect public health and to ensure access to medicines,
particularly in the context of public health crises like the HIV/AIDS pandemic.



7. **Transparency and Notification:** TRIPS requires member countries to maintain
transparent intellectual property systems, including the publication of laws and regulations

related to intellectual property. It also encourages notification of changes to intellectual
property laws and regulations to facilitate information sharing among members.

8. **Technical Assistance and Capacity Building:** The agreement recognizes the need for
technical assistance and capacity building in developing and least-developed countries to

help them implement and enforce TRIPS provisions effectively.

9. **Dispute Settlement:** TRIPS provides mechanisms for dispute settlement within the
WTO framework. Member countries can file complaints against one another for alleged

violations of TRIPS obligations.

TRIPS has had a significant impact on global intellectual property protection and has led to
the strengthening of intellectual property regimes in many countries. It has also been a

subject of debate and negotiation, particularly in the context of access to essential
medicines, public health concerns, and the balance between intellectual property rights
and public policy objectives. TRIPS plays a crucial role in shaping the global intellectual

property landscape and promoting international trade and innovation.



The Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances is an international treaty that was adopted in
Beijing, China, on June 24, 2012. This treaty is administered by the World Intellectual Property

Organization (WIPO) and is aimed at providing protection for the rights of performers in
audiovisual performances. It addresses the intellectual property rights of actors, singers,

musicians, and other performers in the audiovisual field.

Here are the key aspects and objectives of the Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances:

1. **Protection of Performers:** The primary goal of the treaty is to grant performers, such as
actors, musicians, and dancers, rights over their performances in audiovisual works. This
includes rights related to their live performances or performances fixed in audiovisual

recordings.

2. **Moral and Economic Rights:** The treaty grants performers two sets of rights: moral rights
and economic rights. Moral rights include the right to be identified as the performer and the
right to object to derogatory treatment of their performances. Economic rights include the

right to authorize or prohibit various uses of their performances, such as reproduction,
distribution, and broadcasting.

3. **Minimum Standards:** The Beijing Treaty establishes minimum standards for the protection
of performers' rights. Member countries are required to provide these minimum standards, but

they can choose to provide more extensive protection in their national laws if they wish.

4. **Duration of Protection:** The treaty specifies that the economic rights of performers should
be protected for at least 50 years from the end of the year in which the performance was
fixed or, if it was not fixed, from the end of the year in which the performance took place.



5. **Contractual Agreements:** The treaty recognizes the importance of contracts between performers
and producers, allowing performers to exercise their rights through contractual agreements. It also
provides for provisions to ensure that performers receive fair and equitable remuneration for the

exploitation of their performances.

6. **Public Domain:** The treaty includes provisions to strike a balance between the protection of
performers' rights and the public domain. It acknowledges that once the protection period has

expired, performances should enter the public domain.

7. **Rights in the Digital Environment:** The treaty acknowledges the importance of addressing the
challenges posed by digital technologies and the online distribution of audiovisual performances. It
encourages member countries to take measures to protect performers in the digital environment.

8. **Accession and Implementation:** The treaty allows countries to become parties to it by signing or
acceding to it and requires them to implement its provisions into their national laws.

The Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances is significant because it addresses a specific aspect
of intellectual property protection that was not adequately covered by existing treaties and

agreements. It recognizes the creative contributions of performers in the audiovisual field and aims to
ensure that they receive fair and appropriate recognition and remuneration for their work. This treaty
is an important instrument in harmonizing and strengthening the protection of performers' rights on a

global scale.



The Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, commonly known as the Berne
Convention, is one of the most important international treaties governing copyright and intellectual property

protection for literary and artistic works. It was first adopted in Berne, Switzerland, in 1886 and has been
revised several times since then. As of my last knowledge update in September 2021, over 170 countries were

parties to the Berne Convention.

Here are the key aspects and objectives of the Berne Convention:

1. **Automatic Protection:** The Berne Convention provides automatic copyright protection to the authors of
literary and artistic works from the moment the work is created and fixed in a tangible medium. No formalities,

such as registration or notice, are required for this protection to apply.

2. **National Treatment:** One of the fundamental principles of the Berne Convention is the concept of
"national treatment." This means that each member country must treat foreign authors and their works in the

same way as it treats its own nationals and works. In other words, authors from member countries receive the
same copyright protection in other member countries as the nationals of those countries.

3. **Minimum Standards:** The treaty establishes minimum standards for copyright protection, including the
duration of copyright, the rights granted to authors, and the limitations and exceptions to those rights.

Member countries are free to provide more extensive protection than the minimum standards if they wish.

4. **Copyright Duration:** The Berne Convention sets a minimum copyright duration of the lifetime of the
author plus 50 years after their death. Some countries, including those in the European Union, have extended

this duration to the lifetime of the author plus 70 years.



5. **Rights of Authors:** The treaty grants authors exclusive rights over their works, including
the right to reproduce, distribute, perform, and adapt their works. These rights can be

transferred or licensed to others but generally remain with the author by default.

6. **No Formalities:** The Berne Convention prohibits the imposition of formalities, such as
registration or copyright notices, as a condition for copyright protection. Copyright protection

is automatic and does not require any additional actions by the author.

7. **Works Covered:** The treaty covers a wide range of creative works, including literary,
musical, artistic, and dramatic works, as well as computer programs and databases.

8. **Berne-Related Rights:** In addition to copyright protection, the Berne Convention
introduced the concept of "Berne-related rights" to protect the rights of performers, producers

of phonograms, and broadcasting organizations.

9. **Rights in the Digital Environment:** The treaty acknowledges the importance of addressing
copyright issues in the digital age and provides a framework for doing so.

10. **Flexibility:** The Berne Convention allows member countries some flexibility in
implementing its provisions, particularly concerning limitations and exceptions to copyright.

The Berne Convention has played a pivotal role in harmonizing international copyright laws and
ensuring that authors and creators receive protection for their works in foreign markets. It has
greatly contributed to the development of global copyright standards and the protection of

intellectual property rights. Please note that there may have been developments or changes in
the treaty since my last update in September 2021.



The Brussels Convention typically refers to one of two international treaties related to civil jurisdiction and the
enforcement of judgments in Europe:

1. **The 1968 Brussels Convention:** This treaty, formally known as the Convention on Jurisdiction and the Enforcement of
Judgments in Civil and Commercial Matters, was originally signed in 1968 and entered into force in 1973. It was aimed at

harmonizing rules related to jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil and commercial
matters among European countries. The convention established rules for determining which country's courts have

jurisdiction in cross-border disputes and provided mechanisms for the recognition and enforcement of judgments across
member states.

   Key provisions of the 1968 Brussels Convention included rules for determining the jurisdiction of courts, rules for lis
pendens (the principle that the court first seized should decide on a case), and a system for the automatic recognition

and enforcement of judgments across member states.

2. **The 2000 Brussels Regulation (Brussels I Regulation):** The 1968 Brussels Convention was later replaced by the 2000
Brussels Regulation, officially known as Council Regulation (EC) No 44/2001, which came into force in 2002. This

regulation expanded upon and updated the provisions of the original convention. It applied to all European Union (EU)
member states and aimed to create a more unified legal framework for jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement

of judgments within the EU.

   The 2000 Brussels Regulation introduced significant changes, including provisions related to the principle of mutual
trust among EU member states, the abolition of exequatur (the requirement to obtain a declaration of enforceability),

and rules for jurisdiction in cases involving consumers and employees.

In 2015, the 2000 Brussels Regulation was replaced by the Brussels Ia Regulation (Regulation (EU) No 1215/2012), which
further refined and modernized the rules on jurisdiction and the enforcement of judgments within the EU.

These conventions and regulations are significant in the context of European civil and commercial law, as they provide a
legal framework for determining which country's courts have jurisdiction in cross-border disputes and ensure the

effective recognition and enforcement of judgments across member states. The choice of which convention or regulation
applies depends on the specific time period and the countries involved. It's important to note that these regulations

apply within the EU and, in some cases, to other countries that have agreements with the EU related to civil jurisdiction
and the enforcement of judgments.



The Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks (referred to as
the "Madrid Agreement") is an international treaty that was adopted in 1891 and entered

into force in 1892. The Madrid Agreement established a system for the international
registration of trademarks and service marks, facilitating the protection of marks in
multiple countries through a single international application. It predates the Madrid

Protocol, which is a more modern and widely adopted system for international trademark
registration.

Key features and objectives of the Madrid Agreement include:

1. **International Registration:** Under the Madrid Agreement, trademark owners can file a
single international application with the International Bureau of the World Intellectual

Property Organization (WIPO). This central application can designate one or more member
countries in which the trademark owner seeks protection.

2. **Centralized Administration:** WIPO administers the international registration system,
including the processing of international applications and the maintenance of the

International Register of Marks.

3. **Cost Efficiency:** The Madrid Agreement offers cost savings for trademark owners
because it simplifies the process of obtaining trademark protection in multiple countries. It

reduces the need to file separate national applications.



4. **Territorial Extension:** Once an international registration is granted, it can be extended to one or
more member countries. Each designated country can examine and grant protection for the trademark

according to its own laws and regulations.

5. **Renewal and Maintenance:** Trademark owners can centrally manage the renewal and
maintenance of their international registrations through WIPO.

6. **Duration of Protection:** Trademarks registered under the Madrid Agreement are protected for 20
years, with the option to renew indefinitely in 10-year increments.

It's important to note that the Madrid Agreement predates the Madrid Protocol and is less commonly
used today. The Madrid Protocol, which was established in 1989 and has been more widely adopted,
offers additional advantages and flexibility compared to the Madrid Agreement. The most significant

difference is that the Madrid Protocol allows for the international registration of service marks,
whereas the Madrid Agreement primarily focuses on trademarks.

Additionally, many countries that are parties to the Madrid Agreement have also become parties to
the Madrid Protocol, and some have transitioned to the Madrid Protocol system for international

trademark registration.

Trademark owners considering international protection should carefully evaluate whether to use the
Madrid Agreement or the Madrid Protocol based on their specific needs and the countries in which

they seek trademark protection.



The Lisbon Agreement for the Protection of Appellations of Origin and their International
Registration, commonly known as the Lisbon Agreement, is an international treaty aimed at the

protection of appellations of origin for agricultural products and foodstuffs. It provides a
mechanism for the international registration and protection of appellations of origin, allowing

producers to safeguard the geographical indications associated with their products on a global
scale.

Here are key features and objectives of the Lisbon Agreement:

1. **Protection of Appellations of Origin:** The primary goal of the Lisbon Agreement is to
protect appellations of origin, which are special geographical indications used to designate
products that have specific qualities, characteristics, or reputation due to their geographical

origin.

2. **International Registration:** The agreement establishes a system for the international
registration of appellations of origin. Producers can file an international application for the
registration of their appellation of origin with the World Intellectual Property Organization

(WIPO). Once registered, the appellation of origin is protected in all member countries.

3. **National Treatment:** The Lisbon Agreement includes a national treatment provision,
ensuring that foreign appellations of origin registered under the agreement receive the same

level of protection as domestic appellations of origin in member countries.

4. **Minimum Standards:** The agreement sets minimum standards for the protection of
appellations of origin, including the definition and criteria for granting protection, the duration

of protection, and the use of appellations of origin.



5. **Duration of Protection:** Registered appellations of origin are protected for an initial period of 10 years, which is
renewable indefinitely for additional 10-year periods.

6. **Use of the Registered Appellation:** The agreement regulates the use of registered appellations of origin on
products and packaging. It prohibits the use of misleading indications that may lead consumers to believe that a

product originates from a place other than the true place of origin.

7. **Regulations and Administrative Procedures:** Member countries are required to establish regulations and
administrative procedures to enforce the protection of appellations of origin within their territories.

8. **Supplementary Registration:** The Lisbon Agreement allows for supplementary registration, which allows a country
to extend protection to an appellation of origin that is not yet registered internationally.

9. **Promotion and Support:** Member countries are encouraged to promote and support the use and protection of
appellations of origin, as these designations often contribute to the preservation of traditional production methods

and cultural heritage.

10. **Legal Framework:** The Lisbon Agreement provides a legal framework for the protection of appellations of origin
that complements the protection of geographical indications provided under the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects

of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) administered by the World Trade Organization (WTO).

It's important to note that the Lisbon Agreement is primarily focused on appellations of origin for agricultural products
and foodstuffs. It provides a mechanism for producers to obtain international protection for these appellations, which
can be important for marketing and maintaining the quality and reputation of their products in the global marketplace.

As of my last knowledge update in September 2021, not all countries are parties to the Lisbon Agreement, and the
extent of its application may vary among member countries.



The Marrakesh Treaty, officially known as the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for
Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled, is an international treaty aimed at
improving access to books and other printed materials for people with print disabilities. It was adopted in
Marrakesh, Morocco, on June 27, 2013, and is administered by the World Intellectual Property Organization

(WIPO).

Key features and objectives of the Marrakesh Treaty include:

1. **Access to Published Works:** The primary goal of the Marrakesh Treaty is to increase the availability of
books and other printed materials in accessible formats, such as Braille, large print, and digital formats, for

persons who are blind, visually impaired, or otherwise print disabled.

2. **Limitations and Exceptions to Copyright:** The treaty promotes exceptions and limitations to copyright
and related rights to enable authorized entities, such as libraries and organizations serving people with
print disabilities, to reproduce and distribute accessible-format copies of copyrighted works without

seeking permission from rights holders.

3. **Cross-Border Exchange of Accessible Works:** The Marrakesh Treaty facilitates the cross-border
exchange of accessible-format copies of copyrighted works, allowing countries to share resources and

avoid duplication of efforts in producing accessible materials.

4. **Eligibility Criteria for Beneficiaries:** The treaty defines the eligibility criteria for individuals who are
considered "print disabled" and thus eligible to access accessible-format copies of works created under the

treaty's provisions.

5. **Obligation to Share Accessible Materials:** Member countries are encouraged to share accessible-
format copies of works created under the treaty with other countries, particularly those that may have

limited resources to create such materials.



6. **Protection of Technological Measures:** The treaty includes provisions that prevent the use of
technological protection measures (e.g., digital locks) from becoming barriers to the creation and

distribution of accessible-format copies.

7. **Respect for Moral Rights:** The Marrakesh Treaty requires that the integrity of works be
respected, including authors' moral rights, even when works are reproduced in accessible formats.

8. **Information Exchange and Capacity Building:** The treaty encourages the exchange of
information and capacity-building efforts among member countries to facilitate the implementation of

its provisions.

9. **Beneficiary Rights and Accessible Format Copies:** The treaty emphasizes the rights of
beneficiaries to access and receive accessible-format copies of works without discrimination.

The Marrakesh Treaty represents a significant international effort to ensure that people with print
disabilities have equal access to information and literature. By allowing for the creation and sharing of

accessible-format copies of copyrighted works, the treaty helps bridge the "book famine" that has
long affected individuals with print disabilities, particularly in developing countries.

As of my last knowledge update in September 2021, the Marrakesh Treaty had gained widespread
international support, with numerous countries signing and ratifying it. It has been seen as a landmark

treaty in the field of intellectual property and accessibility. Please note that there may have been
developments related to the treaty since that time.



The Nairobi Treaty on the Protection of the Olympic Symbol is an international treaty that specifically
addresses the protection of the Olympic symbol, which includes the Olympic rings and related

emblems associated with the Olympic Games. The treaty was adopted in Nairobi, Kenya, on September
26, 1981, and it entered into force on September 19, 1984. It is administered by the World Intellectual

Property Organization (WIPO).

Key features and objectives of the Nairobi Treaty include:

1. **Protection of Olympic Symbols:** The primary purpose of the Nairobi Treaty is to provide strong
and exclusive protection for the Olympic symbol, which consists of five interlocking rings (blue, yellow,

black, green, and red) on a white background. The protection also extends to other emblems and
distinctive elements associated with the Olympic Games.

2. **Exclusive Rights:** The treaty grants the International Olympic Committee (IOC) exclusive rights to
the Olympic symbol, and it prohibits the unauthorized use of the symbol for commercial purposes

without the consent of the IOC.

3. **National Legislation:** Member countries of the Nairobi Treaty are required to adopt legal measures
and provisions to ensure the protection of the Olympic symbol within their respective territories.

4. **Prohibitions and Sanctions:** The treaty includes provisions outlining the actions that are prohibited
in relation to the Olympic symbol, such as unauthorized use, reproduction, and commercial exploitation.

Member countries are also expected to establish legal remedies and sanctions for infringements.

5. **Duration of Protection:** The protection of the Olympic symbol is not subject to a specific time
limit, allowing for indefinite protection.



6. **Scope of Protection:** The Nairobi Treaty's protection extends to various forms of the
Olympic symbol, including drawings, photographs, sculptures, and other representations.

7. **International Registration:** The treaty allows for the international registration of marks
containing the Olympic symbol, facilitating the protection of Olympic-related trademarks

across multiple countries.

8. **Enforcement:** The IOC and authorized national Olympic committees play a key role in
enforcing the protection of the Olympic symbol and taking action against unauthorized use.

The Nairobi Treaty is an important instrument for safeguarding the integrity and exclusivity of
the Olympic symbol, which is a globally recognized emblem associated with the Olympic

Games. It aims to prevent unauthorized commercial exploitation and misuse of the symbol,
ensuring that its use remains closely tied to the Olympic movement.

It's worth noting that the Nairobi Treaty complements other international agreements related
to intellectual property, such as the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property
and the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS), which
provide broader protection for various forms of intellectual property. However, the Nairobi

Treaty focuses specifically on the Olympic symbol and related emblems.



The Phonograms Convention, formally known as the Convention for the Protection of
Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of Their Phonograms, is an

international treaty that addresses the protection of the rights of producers of
phonograms (sound recordings) against unauthorized duplication or piracy. The treaty
aims to safeguard the economic interests of those who invest in and produce sound

recordings.

Key features and objectives of the Phonograms Convention include:

1. **Protection of Phonogram Producers:** The primary purpose of the treaty is to grant
protection to the producers of phonograms (recordings of sound) and ensure that they
have the exclusive right to authorize or prohibit the duplication of their phonograms for

commercial purposes.

2. **National Treatment:** The treaty provides for "national treatment," which means that
the protection afforded to the producers of phonograms in a member country must be

extended to foreign producers of phonograms in the same way it is provided to domestic
producers.

3. **Minimum Standards:** The Phonograms Convention sets minimum standards for the
protection of phonogram producers' rights, including the duration of protection, the scope

of exclusive rights, and limitations on those rights.



4. **Rights of Performers:** The treaty acknowledges the rights of performers (musicians, singers, etc.)
in the context of phonograms. While it primarily focuses on the rights of phonogram producers, it

recognizes the related rights of performers as well.

5. **Reproduction and Distribution Rights:** Phonogram producers have the exclusive rights to control
the reproduction of their phonograms and their distribution to the public. Unauthorized duplication or

distribution is considered an infringement.

6. **Public Performance and Broadcasting:** The treaty does not cover public performance or
broadcasting rights for phonogram producers, as these rights are typically addressed by copyright

conventions and national laws.

7. **Duration of Protection:** The Phonograms Convention provides for a minimum term of protection,
typically 20 years from the date of fixation of the phonogram.

8. **Enforcement Measures:** Member countries are expected to establish legal remedies and
enforcement measures to combat phonogram piracy and protect the rights of producers.

The Phonograms Convention was adopted in 1971 and is administered by the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO). It has been ratified by numerous countries and is an important

international treaty for the protection of the economic interests of phonogram producers.

It's important to note that the protection of phonogram producers' rights under this treaty is distinct
from copyright protection for the underlying musical works and performances contained within the
phonograms. Copyright protection for music and lyrics is typically governed by separate copyright
laws and conventions. The Phonograms Convention focuses on protecting the investments made by

those who produce and distribute sound recordings.



The Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and
Broadcasting Organizations, commonly known as the Rome Convention, is an
international treaty aimed at protecting the rights of performers, producers of

phonograms (sound recordings), and broadcasting organizations. It was adopted in
Rome, Italy, on October 26, 1961, and entered into force on May 18, 1964. The treaty is

administered by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).

Key features and objectives of the Rome Convention include:

1. **Protection of Performers:** The Rome Convention grants protection to performers,
such as actors, musicians, and singers, in their live performances. It recognizes

performers' rights to control the use of their performances and to authorize or prohibit
the recording, broadcasting, or other communication of their live performances.

2. **Protection of Producers of Phonograms:** The treaty also extends protection to
producers of phonograms (sound recordings). Producers have exclusive rights to control
the reproduction and distribution of their phonograms and to authorize or prohibit these

actions.

3. **Protection of Broadcasting Organizations:** Broadcasting organizations are granted
protection for their broadcasts, including radio and television broadcasts. The treaty

recognizes their rights to control the use of their broadcasts and to prevent
unauthorized rebroadcasting or retransmission.



4. **National Treatment:** The Rome Convention includes a national treatment provision, which ensures that
performers, producers of phonograms, and broadcasting organizations from member countries receive the

same level of protection as domestic entities in each member country.

5. **Duration of Protection:** The treaty sets minimum standards for the duration of protection, typically
lasting for 20 years from the end of the year in which the performance, phonogram, or broadcast took

place.

6. **Rights of Performers in Fixations:** The treaty addresses the rights of performers when their live
performances are fixed in phonograms or in audiovisual fixations, ensuring that they have rights in those

fixations.

7. **Collective Management:** The Rome Convention recognizes the role of collective management
organizations in representing the interests of performers, producers, and broadcasting organizations.

8. **Limitations and Exceptions:** Member countries may establish limitations and exceptions to the rights
granted under the treaty, such as for educational or archival purposes.

9. **Enforcement and Legal Remedies:** Member countries are expected to provide legal remedies and
enforcement measures to protect the rights of performers, producers, and broadcasting organizations.

The Rome Convention serves as an important international framework for the protection of the rights of
performers, producers of phonograms, and broadcasting organizations. It addresses the rights and
interests of those involved in the audiovisual and broadcasting industries and ensures that their

contributions are recognized and protected in the global intellectual property landscape.

Please note that the Rome Convention focuses on the protection of these rights, which are distinct from
copyright protection for the underlying musical compositions and literary works contained in phonograms

and broadcasts. Copyright protection for these works is typically governed by separate copyright laws and
conventions.



The Locarno Agreement, officially known as the Locarno Agreement Establishing an
International Classification for Industrial Designs, is an international treaty that relates to the

classification of industrial designs for the purpose of their registration. It was adopted in
Locarno, Switzerland, on October 8, 1968, and is administered by the World Intellectual

Property Organization (WIPO).

Key features and objectives of the Locarno Agreement include:

1. **International Classification of Industrial Designs:** The primary purpose of the Locarno
Agreement is to establish an international classification system for industrial designs. This

classification system is used to categorize and group designs according to their similarities
and features.

2. **Facilitation of Design Registration:** The treaty aims to facilitate the registration and
protection of industrial designs in multiple countries. By providing a common classification
system, it simplifies the process of design registration and enhances the accessibility of

design information.

3. **Standardization of Design Classifications:** The agreement establishes a standardized
classification system with a hierarchical structure, consisting of classes, subclasses, and

divisions. Designs are categorized based on their appearance and functionality.

4. **Uniformity in Design Registration:** Member countries that are parties to the Locarno
Agreement agree to use the classification system as the basis for design registration and

publication. This promotes uniformity and consistency in design registration procedures and
terminology..



5. **National Treatment:** The treaty includes provisions for national treatment, ensuring
that foreign applicants receive the same treatment as domestic applicants when

registering industrial designs based on the Locarno classification.

6. **Regular Review and Updates:** The Locarno classification system is periodically
reviewed and updated to accommodate changes in design trends and technology.

Member countries collaborate to propose and implement revisions to the classification.

7. **Access to Design Information:** The standardized classification system makes it easier
for designers, businesses, and the public to access and search for design information in

various jurisdictions, promoting transparency and innovation.

8. **Scope of Protection:** The Locarno Agreement does not grant direct protection to
industrial designs but focuses on the classification and registration process. Protection of

industrial designs is typically governed by national laws and regulations or other
international treaties, such as the Hague Agreement.

The Locarno Agreement plays a crucial role in simplifying and harmonizing the process of
registering and protecting industrial designs on an international scale. It provides a

common language for design classification, making it easier for designers and businesses
to seek protection for their designs in multiple countries. Design classifications under the
Locarno system are widely used in design offices and intellectual property offices around

the world, facilitating the efficient management of design-related information



The Washington Treaty, also known as the Washington Convention or the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), is an international treaty
aimed at regulating and controlling international trade in endangered species of wild animals and

plants. The treaty was adopted on March 3, 1973, in Washington, D.C., and entered into force on July
1, 1975. CITES is administered by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

Key features and objectives of the Washington Treaty (CITES) include:

1. **Conservation of Biodiversity:** The primary goal of CITES is the conservation of biodiversity by
ensuring that international trade in wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival. The

treaty aims to protect endangered species from over-exploitation due to trade.

2. **Regulation of Trade:** CITES establishes a system for regulating and controlling international
trade in certain species listed in its three appendices, based on the level of protection they require.

Species are categorized into Appendix I, II, or III, with Appendix I providing the highest level of
protection.

3. **Appendix I:** Species listed in Appendix I are those that are threatened with extinction, and
their international trade is generally prohibited except under exceptional circumstances, such as for

scientific research or captive breeding programs.

4. **Appendix II:** Species listed in Appendix II are not necessarily threatened with extinction, but
trade in them is controlled to ensure it is sustainable. Export permits are required for these species

to ensure they are legally and sustainably sourced.

5. **Appendix III:** Species listed in Appendix III are subject to regulation by individual countries
that request cooperation from other CITES parties to control their international trade.



6. **National Legislation:** CITES requires member countries to enact domestic legislation
and regulations to implement the treaty's provisions and enforce controls on the trade of

protected species.

7. **Enforcement and Penalties:** Member countries are expected to enforce CITES
regulations and provide penalties for violations, including illegal trade in protected

species.

8. **Monitoring and Reporting:** CITES parties are required to monitor and report on their
conservation efforts, trade data, and compliance with the treaty's provisions.

9. **International Cooperation:** The treaty promotes international cooperation in the
conservation of species and encourages countries to work together to address the illegal

wildlife trade.

10. **Regular Meetings:** CITES holds regular meetings of its member countries to discuss
and make decisions regarding the listing of species, the implementation of the treaty, and

other matters related to the protection of wildlife.

CITES is considered one of the most important international agreements for wildlife
conservation. It has played a crucial role in addressing the global trade in endangered

species and has contributed to the protection and recovery of many threatened species.
The treaty has been amended and updated over the years to reflect changing

conservation needs and trade dynamics. Many countries have enacted national legislation
to comply with CITES requirements and to protect their native species.



The WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT), formally known as the WIPO Copyright Treaty of 1996, is an
international treaty administered by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). It is one of
two key treaties negotiated under WIPO to address the protection of intellectual property in the

digital age, the other being the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT). The WCT was
adopted on December 20, 1996, and entered into force on March 6, 2002.

Key features and objectives of the WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) include:

1. **Modernization of Copyright:** The treaty is designed to bring copyright protection into the
digital era, addressing issues related to the use, distribution, and management of copyrighted

works in digital formats and over the internet.

2. **Protection of Literary and Artistic Works:** The WCT primarily focuses on the protection of
literary and artistic works, including texts, music, images, and other creative content, in both analog

and digital formats.

3. **Exclusive Rights:** The treaty reaffirms the exclusive rights of authors and creators, including
the rights to reproduce, distribute, publicly perform, and communicate their works to the public. It

emphasizes the importance of protecting these rights in the digital environment.

4. **Anti-Circumvention Provisions:** The WCT includes provisions that require member countries to
provide legal protection against the circumvention of technological protection measures (e.g., digital

rights management or DRM) that are used to protect copyrighted works.

5. **Rights Management Information (RMI):** The treaty obliges member countries to protect rights
management information (RMI) that is associated with copyrighted works. RMI includes information

that identifies the work, its author, and the terms and conditions of use



6. **Limitations and Exceptions:** The treaty recognizes the importance of limitations and exceptions
to copyright for specific purposes, such as education and research, while allowing member countries

to determine the extent of these exceptions within their domestic legal frameworks.

7. **Public Domain:** The WCT affirms that copyright protection is limited in duration and that works
eventually enter the public domain, becoming accessible for use by the public without restrictions.

8. **Right of Making Available to the Public:** The treaty introduces the right of making available to
the public as an exclusive right, emphasizing the importance of controlling online access to

copyrighted works.

9. **Berne Convention Compatibility:** The WCT is closely aligned with the Berne Convention for the
Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, ensuring compatibility between the two treaties while

addressing digital-age challenges.

10. **International Cooperation:** The treaty promotes international cooperation and coordination in
the protection of copyright and related rights.

The WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT)
collectively form the WIPO "Internet Treaties." These treaties have been widely adopted by countries

around the world to harmonize copyright protection in the digital environment and provide a
framework for addressing intellectual property issues in the digital age. They reflect the global effort
to balance the interests of copyright holders with the need for access to and use of creative works in

the digital realm.



The WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT), officially known as the WIPO Performances
and Phonograms Treaty of 1996, is an international treaty administered by the World Intellectual

Property Organization (WIPO). It is one of the two key treaties, along with the WIPO Copyright Treaty
(WCT), negotiated under WIPO to address the protection of intellectual property rights in the digital

age. The WPPT was adopted on December 20, 1996, and entered into force on May 20, 2002.

Key features and objectives of the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT) include:

1. **Protection of Performers:** The treaty focuses on the protection of the rights of performers,
which include actors, musicians, and other individuals who contribute to live performances.

2. **Protection of Producers of Phonograms:** The treaty also extends protection to producers of
phonograms (sound recordings). Producers are granted rights related to the reproduction,

distribution, and other uses of their phonograms.

3. **Exclusive Rights:** The WPPT establishes a set of exclusive rights for performers and producers,
similar to those granted to authors under copyright law. These rights cover various aspects, including

the fixation of performances and phonograms, reproduction, and distribution.

4. **National Treatment:** Member countries of the WPPT are required to provide national treatment
to foreign performers and producers of phonograms, ensuring that they receive the same level of

protection as domestic individuals and entities.

5. **Rights Management Information (RMI):** The treaty includes provisions for protecting rights
management information (RMI) that is associated with performances and phonograms. RMI includes

information that identifies the work, its creators, and usage terms.



6. **Anti-Circumvention Provisions:** Similar to the WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT), the WPPT contains
provisions to combat the circumvention of technological protection measures (TPMs) used to protect

phonograms and performances.

7. **Resale Right:** The treaty includes a resale right, which entitles performers and producers to
receive equitable remuneration when original copies of phonograms or copies of fixations of live

performances are resold.

8. **Limitations and Exceptions:** The WPPT recognizes the importance of limitations and exceptions
to the exclusive rights of performers and producers, allowing member countries to establish

appropriate limitations and exceptions in their national laws.

9. **Public Domain:** The treaty acknowledges that protection granted to performers and producers is
limited in duration, and works eventually enter the public domain.

10. **International Cooperation:** The WPPT promotes international cooperation and coordination in
the protection of performers' and producers' rights.

The WPPT, in conjunction with the WCT, plays a crucial role in harmonizing and modernizing copyright
and related rights protection in the digital era. These treaties address the challenges posed by digital
technology, the internet, and evolving methods of communication and distribution of creative works.

By establishing international standards for the protection of performers and producers, the WPPT
helps ensure that they are fairly compensated for their contributions to the creative industries.



The Nice Agreement is an international treaty that establishes a classification system for goods and
services for the purpose of trademark registration. It is formally known as the "Nice Agreement

Concerning the International Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of the Registration
of Marks" and is administered by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). The agreement
was first adopted in Nice, France, in 1957, and it has undergone several revisions and updates since

then.

Key features and objectives of the Nice Agreement include:

1. **International Classification of Goods and Services:** The primary purpose of the Nice Agreement is
to provide a standardized and internationally recognized system for classifying goods and services.

This classification system helps streamline the trademark registration process and enhances the
efficiency of trademark offices worldwide.

2. **Harmonization of Trademark Registration:** The agreement promotes the harmonization of
trademark registration procedures across member countries. By using a common classification system,
countries can more easily process trademark applications and ensure consistency in the registration

of trademarks.

3. **Three-Part Classification:** The Nice Agreement divides goods and services into 45 classes (34 for
goods and 11 for services) and provides detailed descriptions for each class. Trademark applicants

must specify the class or classes that are relevant to their goods or services when filing an
application.

4. **Multilingual Classification:** The classification system includes descriptions of goods and services
in multiple languages to accommodate trademark applicants and offices in various countries.



5. **Regular Revisions:** The Nice Agreement is periodically revised to adapt to changes in technology
and commerce. Revisions aim to ensure that the classification system remains up-to-date and relevant

to contemporary goods and services.

6. **International Cooperation:** The agreement encourages international cooperation and the
exchange of information among member countries to facilitate the classification of goods and

services.

7. **National Legislation:** Member countries are required to incorporate the classification system
provided by the Nice Agreement into their national trademark legislation and regulations.

8. **International Trademark Registration:** The Nice Agreement is closely related to the Madrid
Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks and the Madrid Protocol. Together,
these agreements facilitate the international registration of trademarks and the use of the Nice

classification system in trademark applications filed through the Madrid System.

The Nice Agreement plays a crucial role in simplifying and standardizing the trademark registration
process on a global scale. It allows trademark applicants to classify their goods and services

consistently across multiple countries, making it easier to protect and enforce their trademarks
internationally. Additionally, the agreement supports the efficient operation of national and regional

trademark offices by providing a common framework for classifying goods and services.


